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T he  wl’s Hoot  

A publication of the      

Ozarks Writers League 
501(c)(3) 

ozarkswritersleague.org 
 

Editor: Jeanie Horn 

jeanhorn@windstream.net   

 

Editor’s note:  Deadline for sending Kudos for the August newsletter is July 1st. If you’ve had a book published 

recently, let me know and we’ll work together to do a short feature about you in the OWL news.  

       “You build on failure. You use it as a stepping stone. Close the door on the past. You don't try to 

forget the mistakes, but you don't dwell on it. You don't let it have any of your energy, or any of your 

time, or any of your space.” ~ Johnny Cash  

 Agent Taking Pitches From Members,  

and Editors Speaking at the  

May Meeting.  
 

JEANIE LOIACONO     President of  Loiacono 

Literary Agency, she has 

over sixty authors and sold 

more than 90 books for 

clients. Her forte is mys-

tery, romance, thrillers, 

historical/military and 

southern fiction, but she 

will consider all quality 

fiction/nonfiction. Her 

passion is to see her clients 

succeed. “There is nothing more rewarding than 

to hold one of my client’s books and know I 

helped bring it to fruition. I am so blessed and 

privileged to be able to work with some of the 

most talented writers in the world.”   

       To schedule your appointment with Jeanie, 

contact Karen Nelson at dkaren@centurytel.net. 

 
KRISTINE SOMERVILLE teaches literature 

and creative writing at 
Stephens College. Her 
visual and “Found Text” 
features and omnibus re-
views appear regularly in 
The Missouri Review. 
The “Found Text” series 
features previously un-
published work by past 
literary giants, including 

Mark Twain, Tennessee 

Williams, Marianne Moore, Charlotte Bronte, Jack Ke-

rouac, and William Faulkner. Her short stories and 

prose poems have been published in various maga-

zines, including The North American Review, Passag-

es North, River City, Zone 3 and Quarterly West.  

 

SPEER MORGAN   Author of five novels and a 

collection of short stories, his 

writings have earned him natio-

nal awards and bylines in publi-

cations such as Harper’s and 

The Atlantic Monthly. He 

teaches in the English Depart-

ment at the University of Mis-

souri, and has been editing the 

literary magazine, The Missouri 

Review for 34 years.  

       He authored a collection of 

short stories and five novels—

Belle  Starr:  A  Novel;  The Assemblers, and The 

Freshour Cylinders, winner of an American Book 

Award.  He  is  also  co-editor of  For  Our  Beloved 

Country: Diaries of Americans in War. 

      Speer Morgan and Kristine Somerville will discuss 

the significant role that literary magazines play in the 

world of literary publishing, both past, present and fu-

ture. They will present the archival manuscripts of nov-

elist William Faulkner and playwright Tennessee Wil-

liams to demonstrate the relentless writing process they 

went through to create their most memorable works. In 

the discussion, they will give examples of how these 

two authors worked and reworked their texts to try to 

find the true stories in their manuscripts, and how, un-

like commercial magazines, literary magazines can 

take risks on new and emerging authors, experimental 

styles, and unique subject matter.  
 

                                                        Speakers continued on page 2 
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Social Media for Authors 
 

  LINDA AUSTIN of Moonbridge Publica-

tions will present how 

she brings the past into 

the future. The experi-

ence of writing and pub-

lishing a memoir with 

her mother made her an 

advocate of l i fe -

writing as a legacy for 

family and friends, then 

venturing out to a wider 

audience. She is the au-

thor of Cherry Blossoms 

in Twilight and Poems 

That Come To Mind.   
       She grew up listening 

to her mother’s stories of 

childhood in Japan. She 

shares the memories as a 

message of humanity and 

hope in, Cherry Blossoms 

in Twilight, the true story 

of the life of a Japanese 

girl growing up during the 

Depression, World War II 

and the Occupation.  

   Ms. Sugama Weldon, the story’s main char-

acter, shared in wonderful detail the Japanese 

culture of her time and the bittersweet events 

of her life. For young teens and older.    

________________________________ 
 

OWL Reaches Out To Young Writers 
   

    Part of OWL’s mission statement is to encourage 

students in the literary arts, and in that spirit we are 

proud to offer a special Youth Writing Contest 

with 7 categories for ages 18 and under.  Support-

ers have generously donated a total of $350 for 

prizes, and created some fun and innovative writ-

ing prompts for this special group. Any student can 

enter, with all fees waived for these categories. 

Please share the special Youth Writing Contest 

flier with your local school, youth groups, Boys 

and Girls Club, and members of your family. The 

flier can be downloaded and printed from the OWL 

website, and is also available via email or in print 

at the OWL meetings. Let’s make OWL synony-

mous with inspiring tomorrow’s writers! 

 

 OWL Writing Contest 

  The Ozarks Writers League annual writing contest 

and rules have been released! More than $2,500 in 

prize money is up for grabs, in 18 members-only 

categories and 7 new youth categories. This year 

there are 5 new member categories, including a Ja-

net Dailey Inspirational Award with a prize sponsor-

ship of $300 from Ye Olde English Inn. Official 

rules and individual category specifications are at 

www.ozarkswritersleague.com, or pick up a bro-

chure at the next meeting. 

________________________________________ 

May Meeting Agenda 
May 16th & 17th 

 

Friday 
Dinner, Open-Mic & Critique Session 

5:30 pm  at Ye Olde English Inn 

Menu 

Glazed Ham, Scalloped potatoes, Green beans 

Cole-Slaw, Roll, Peach Cobbler 

 

Saturday 
8:30-9:00—Registration 

9:00—Welcome, Announcements, Door Prizes. 

9:15—Panel discussion with agents & editors. 

10:00—Break. 

10:15—Benefit Auction. 

11:30—Box Lunch on the patio-Pre-Pay required. 

1:00—Announcements & Door Prizes 

1:15—Linda Austin-Social Media for Authors.  

           Speer Morgan/Kristene Somerville- 

          Literary Magazines: Why They Matter. 

          Jeanie Loiacono, Agent Pitches.  

2:00—Speer Morgan/Kristene Somerville-”The  

           Lightning over Frankenstein's Castle: What 

           Brings Literature to Life. 

           Pamela Foster-Critic Sessions. 

2:45—General meeting dismissed.  

3:00—Board Meeting 

The Ozarks Writers League is committed to bringing a variety 

of industry professionals to our quarterly meetings. We hope 

you find much that will inspire and inform you. However, we 

also know that writing is a personal business, and not every 

agent, editor, or publishing company will be a good fit for your 

individual needs. Please remember to check online reviews, 

contact previous clients, and do satisfactory research before 

signing any agreement or contract. Each writer is responsible 

for the ultimate placement of his or her work, and OWL hopes 

you will find tools here that get you on the road to success. 

http://www.amazon.com/Cherry-Blossoms-Twilight-Memories-Japanese/dp/097723231X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1325451457&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Cherry-Blossoms-Twilight-Memories-Japanese/dp/097723231X/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1325451457&sr=1-1
http://www.ozarkswritersleague.com/
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KAREN NELSON                                      Quilt Raffle 
  This year OWL is working to add to the speaker and operations budget by raffling 

a quilt. This queen-size handmade quilt by Karen Nelson is valued at $600. Mem-

bers in attendance at the February meeting received an envelope with ready-to-sell 

tickets, a photo of the quilt, and easy step-by-step directions for collecting funds and 

returning them at the May meeting. 

  Raffle tickets are 2 for $5.00, 5 for $10.00, or 10 for $20.00. Tickets will be sold 

until the drawing at the May auction. You can purchase tickets from any OWL 

member, and get your own set of tickets to sell (complete with money envelope, di-

rections, and photo for presentation) from Chet Dixon – chetdixon@sbcglobal.net  

Sold all your tickets? Chet has more! 

 

2014 OWL Auction 

We have an annual fundraising goal of $2000 this year, and a large part of that effort is through the 

May auction. This is our ONE BIG opportunity to ensure that you continue to have great quarterly 

programs. Here’s how you can help:  

1. Bring quality items to sell at the auction (contact Chet Dixon for more info., chetdixon@sbcglobal.net)  

2. Buy items at the auction – This isn’t your neighborhood auction where you try to get everything 

for a dollar. This is your investment in your writing community. Bid generously and remember that 

you are supporting one of the oldest writing organizations in the region. 

3. Give a cash donation – Don’t see anything you need at the auction? Just make a cash donation!  

Nothing to take home, but the same great feeling of being a philanthropist. 

4.  Sell raffle tickets – Help other people spend their money by selling quilt raffle tickets. If they 

don’t need a quilt, they know someone who does! 

5.   Save Your Change – Some members have found the easiest way to donate to OWL is by tossing 

their spare change in a cup and bringing it to the next meeting. This “Change for OWL” movement 

inspired one member to collect over $60 dollars in nickels, dimes, and quarters between the November 

and February meetings. He says he never missed it, and just imagine what that could amount to if 20 

OWL members did the same thing! 
 

Have We Got A Job For YOU 

  OWL is only as successful as the willingness of its members to volunteer. There are so many ways to 

help out at OWL…which one will you choose? 

Nominating Committee – Each year a nominating committee is formed to select the slate of officers 

for the November election. This committee consists of 1 board member and 2 non-board members, per 

the bylaws. If you would like to be considered for this committee, contact Karen Nelson at dka-

ren@centurytel.net. 

OWL Anthology Editorial Team – We are looking for members with experience in editing, graphic 

design, or formatting for print and online publishing. This team will work together to coordinate the 

annual anthology for the organization, with the goal of maintaining the quality of previous volumes, 

showcasing member work, and producing an affordable book. Contact Karen Nelson at dka-

ren@centurytel.net. 

Be An OWL Ambassador – every single member can become an OWL ambassador in their own 

community. Share our brochure and contest information at your book signings, craft workshops and 

seminars, libraries, community centers, schools and youth groups – anywhere is a good place to talk 

about OWL. The membership brochure and contest flier have been made available via email and 

online, so print yours out and start sharing today! 
 

The President’s Page   

mailto:chetdixon@sbcglobal.net
mailto:chetdixon@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dkaren@centurytel.net
mailto:dkaren@centurytel.net
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OWL Minutes for February 2014  
Submitted courtesy of Jan Morrill,  

for Secretary Ellen Withers.  

Secretary’s Report: The first quarterly meeting of 

the OWL board for 2014 was called to order by Presi-

dent Karen Nelson at 3:10. Board members Karen 

Nelson, Ellen Thompson, Brenda Black, Fred Pfister, 

Dusty Richards, Diane Yates, Chet Dixon, Patty Stith 

and Jan Morrill were present. Ellen Withers, Beth 

Carter, Kent Bonham, Sylvia Forbes, Rochelle Wisoff 

Fields, Jeanie Horn, and Pamela Foster were absent. A 

motion to accept the minutes as amended was made 

by Patty Stith, seconded by Dusty Richards, and the 

vote passed to accept. 
 

Treasurer’s Report: Ellen Thompson reported 

that the check book balance as of the meeting was 

$3,562.00 and petty cash was $100.00. A motion 

to accept treasurer’s report as written was made 

by Dusty Richards, seconded by Fred Pfister. The 

vote passed unanimously.  

Hospitality Report: Diane Yates said all members 

had been mailed their membership packets and 

certificates. After Ellen Thompson expressed 

concerns about rising expenses, including postage 

expenses and PayPal expenses, it was discussed 

that in the future, we might have a “new member 

kiosk” where the packets would be available for 

new members, as well as information to help the 

new member become acquainted at the meeting. 

President’s Report: Karen discussed that with the 

May meeting being traditionally the agent/editor 

meeting, she has scheduled Jeanie Loiacono of 

Loiacono Literary Agency. As with previous 

years, we will have a box lunch and auction, 

chaired by Chet Dixon. 

New Business: Karen reported that due to other 

commitments, Rochelle Wisoff Fields (Contest 

Chair) and Kent Bonham (Publicity Director) re-

signed their duties. She asked for volunteers to 

assist with these two positions. The contest bro-

chure is out and all of the information has been 

posted on the website. 

With no further business or discussion, Jan Mor-

rill moved the meeting be adjourned, Ellen 

Thompson seconded, and the meeting adjourned 

at 4:07. 

     Blog roll call from SYLVIA FORBES. “I know a 

lot of OWL members have blogs, so let us know about 

yours. List the link and if there is a theme, let us 

know. Thanks!”  

 

 ELLEN GRAY MASSEY won a 

WWA Spur Award for her Western 

Juvenile Fiction, Papa’s Gold, pub-

lished by DUKE PENNELL with Pen

-L Publishing.  

 

 

MARY NIDA SMITH had a story included in WIN—

WOMEN IN NATURE; will be published in MAY 

2014  

 

BOX LUNCH on The Patio 
 

Stay close to the action by sharing lunch on the patio 

with fellow OWL members. This annual catered affair 

is a great time to catch up with old friends and wel-

come new members. Make your lunch reservations 

early! 
 

Choice of: Roast Beef and Cheddar Croissant, Chick-

en Salad Croissant, or Vegetarian Wrap. 

Water, Coffee and Tea 

All boxes will contain a bag of chips, fruit cup, salad 

cup, dessert, cutlery set. 
 

$9.00 per person, payable on the OWL website, or 

send a check to Treasurer, Ellen Thompson.  Please 

designate which sandwich you prefer. Payment MUST 

be received by May 14th to reserve your meal! 

 

  JAN MORRILL is collecting books from any 

OWL member author who would 

like to donate to the basket filled 

with some of our members' pub-

lished books to be auctioned at the 

May meeting.   “Just let me know 

if you'd like to donate a book, and 

you can either mail the book to me, or bring it to 

the Friday night banquet on May 16, and I'll put 

the basket together that night.”  

Condolences from Ozarks Writers League go to the 

family of OWL member DIRK 

DeJONG, who passed away in his 

sleep on March 5th. Dirk was a 

longtime OWL member and sup-

porter of the writing and art com-

munity. He won two photography 

awards at the February meeting,   
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Owl News 

May 16, 2014, Friday Dinner/Open-mic gathering, 5:30 p.m. in the conference room at the Ye Olde 

English Inn the night before the Saturday 17th OWL meeting. Mail check for $10.00 per person for 

dinner to treasurer Ellen Thompson, P.O. Box 114, Farmington, AR 72703, or do PayPal on the 

OWL website, deadline May 12th, 2014. If you’re not eating dinner, but participating in open-mic, 

be sure to let Diane Yates know. Contact her at diane@dianeyates.com that you are signing up for 

read-a-round. Reservations for both dinner and open-mic are required. Reading time, strictly 

limited to five minutes, that five minutes includes introductory remarks 

and closing remarks. Rehearse beforehand, timing yourself. Writing 

takes time and preparation,  reading writing also takes preparation. 

Friday night is a wonderful opportunity to meet-and-greet the speakers, 

participate in open-mic with a reading from one of your pieces, or just 

enjoy a relaxed dinner with friends.   
 

February’s Friday night gathering featured entertainment by musical 

guests, “Music From Two”, Ethan and Bethany Dunn, brother & 

sister vocal harmony and mountain music.                          

2014 OWL OFFICERS 

President:                                                Karen Nelson 

818 Hwy O; Kissee Mills, MO 65680      417-546-4937                                                      

                                                     dkaren@centurytel.net 

Vice-President:                                          Jeanie Horn 

Treasurer:                                           Ellen Thompson 

                             P.O Box 114; Farmington, AR 72703 

                                               whalechaser@yahoo.com 

Secretary:                                                Ellen Withers 

lnwithers@yahoo.com                (501) 329-7477 

Past-President:                                           Jan Morrill 

Past-treasurer:                                        Brenda Black 

Membership Director:                              Diane Yates 

105 S. Williams; Fayette, MO 65248      660-728-3407 

                                                 Diane@DianeYates.com  

Historian:                                                   Fred Pfister                                   

                                                 frpfister@suddenlink.net 
 

Board of Directors: Patti Stith; Pamela Foster; Beth 
Carter; Dusty Richards. Auction Chair-Chet Dixon; 

Hospitality Chair-Sylvia Forbes.  

Website - Karen Nelson.  

Newsletter–Jeanie Horn; jeanhorn@windstream.net     

jeanie71@hotmail.com                     870-448-2499 

116 Duvall St., Marshall, AR 72650       

 

Motel Accommodations 
 

Ye Olde English Inn, in downtown 

Hollister, MO will provide a special rate 

for OWL members, $59 + tax. Also, 

The Homestead Motel, 1024 West 

Main, Branson, MO. (888-875-1568) 

will give a special rate, $44.99 + tax for 

1-2 people (outward facing ground floor 

rooms, microwave & refrigerator in 

room). Identify yourself as an OWL 

member to get the discounted rate when 

making reservations. Check their web-

sites for directions and descriptions.  

 O W L  M e e t i n g  P l a c e                                           

Ozarks  Writers League  meets in the 

Plaster Auditorium at the College of the 

Ozarks. Through  the entrance, follow 

Opportunity Ave. to Plaster Auditorium, 

the 3rd major building on the right. 

Registration starts at 8:30 a.m.  

Cell Phone Courtesy to our speakers, 

turn off cell phones, or set on vibrate 

during the meeting.  

Please, no conversations in meeting 

room. Use the lobby. 
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Meg Welch Dendler: award-winning author and 

former pre-k, elementary and 

middle school teacher, celebrat-

ed publishing her first book, 

Why Kimba Saved The World, 

Serenity Mountain Publishing, 

February 23, 2013. This story is 

based on her true-life crazy cat 

and the other cats in her home . 

. . and the idea that they are all 

really part of an alien race that 

wants to rule the earth.  

    In October 2013, Why Kimba Saved The World re-

ceived honors with a Moonbeam 

Children's Book Award as Best 

First Book - Chapter Book. Vaca-

tion Hiro, the sequel, was re-

leased No-

vember of 

2013.         

       Both of 

the first two 

books in 

her  middle  

grade  SFF 

Cats in the 

Mirror series were honored with 

Silver Mom's Choice Awards, 

February 2014, as a series for 

ages 9-12. Miss Fatty Cat's Revenge, (Book 3), is due 

out in September 2014.  

 

Kendra Nelson, 13-year-old aspiring writ-

er, counts art 

among her primary 

passions. Largely 

self-taught, she has 

recently begun to 

draw charcoal por-

traits, but continues 

to enjoy sketching 

characters from her 

imagination and 

drawing comics for friends. As a homeschool 

student, she’s had the opportunity to study 

extensively in her favorite subjects of science 

and creative writing, and looks to investigat-

ing theater in the future.   

       Kendra lives in the Branson, Missouri area 

with her parents and 10-year-old brother, and 

a variety of animals, including a miniature 

horse, exotic chickens, her rescue Himalayan 

cat, and Hamish the hedgehog. This is her 

first time entering an art contest, and she is 

excited to try the OWL writing contests this 

year.  

   In the 2014 

Cliff Edom 

Photography, 

Art & Photo 

Contest she 

won 1st place 

for: ART: &  

BEST IN 

SHOW: for 

C h a r c o a l 

Girl.  

  
Bring A Friend For Free In 

May 
 

  For the first time, OWL is invit-

ing members to bring a friend for free to the 

May meeting. The daily attendance fee will 

be waived for your guest, and they can attend 

all programs, speakers, critique sessions, and 

the auction at NO COST. The usual price for 

the box lunch will apply. Take advantage of 

this special arrangement to help a writing 

friend or an arts-loving neighbor discover 

 

OWL members can watch the video highlights of the 

February meeting at the following link or on the OWL 

website: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEqjgQxevOY 
 

Guest speaker Rolland Love made a few comments on 

video that OWL members might also enjoy: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BH2MGl-DQXY 
 

 

The "Media" page on the website has links to OWL in 

area newspapers, press releases about the organization, 

etc. If members see an article about OWL in their local 

paper, please let Karen Nelson know so it can be added 

to the list and passed on to the historian and shared 

with other members via FaceBook and Twitter. 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEqjgQxevOY
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2014 Art & Photo Contest Winners    

L-R: Kendra Nelson, Ronda del Boccio, Bonnie Tesh, Zo-

na Crabtree, and Contest Coordinator Jan Morrill. 

Not shown: Dirk DeJong  

                                       Art category 

1st place: Kendra Nelson, Graphite Drawing, “Charcoal Girl” 

2nd Place - Zona Crabtree, Graphite Drawing, "Ocelot" 

3rd Place - Bonnie Tesh, Watercolor. 

                                Photography Category 

1st Place - Dirk DeJong, "Iris" 

2nd Place - Ronda del Boccio, "Woodcarver" 

3rd Place - Dirk DeJong, "Goat" 

                                Best of Show 
Kendra Nelson, Graphite Drawing, "Charcoal Girl" 

 

RAMON BALLARD: new OWL member, 

and a member of SCBWI, 

Ozark Romance Authors and 

Springfield Writer’s Guild. 

He recently signed a contract 

with Front Porch Romance 

for his historical novel, 

CHASING ETERNITY,  

      “I was invisible through-

out my schooldays (due to my shyness), and 

had the lonely child's habit of making up 

stories and holding conversations with im-

aginary persons. I spent my youth on a raft 

floating down the Mississippi with my 

friends Tom, Huck, and Jim; stood next to 

George and his rag-tag troops in Valley 

Forge; chased windmills with Don Quixote; 

spent summers in Europe, winters in Alas-

ka, anywhere my imagination could take 

me. I created magical, fantasy worlds with 

magical inhabitants. Time does not stand 

still. Fantasy worlds evolve into mundane, 

everyday life.  

       As I grew older, my whimsical travels 

to far off places diminished; my invisibility 

slowly faded into visibility. Foolish realms 

were forgotten, pushed into the furthest re-

gions of my mind.  

       Although I grew up, a small part of my 

mind, the part stuffed to overflowing with 

imaginary worlds, refused to get older. I 

must have a Peter Pan soul. Years passed. 

One failed marriage became two. I found 

and married my one true love and began my 

happily ever after.  

       My creativity 

yearned to shine. 

The imaginary 

world refused to 

be silenced; de-

manding to be 

heard.”   

   Ramon has pub-

lished a collection 

of poems, A Piece 

of My Heart, 
available for Am-

azon Kindle  

 

 

KAREN PFISTER NELSON did a presentation at 

SCBWI the weekend of March 8th, and 

even ran into a couple of OWLs.  

       “A great conference with SCBWI on 

Saturday! I loved meeting everyone and 

sharing my tips on creating a successful 

school visit for authors!”   

   She had a Nonfiction essay published 

in Chicken Soup For the Soul's Multi-tasking Mom's 

Survival Guide (March 2014); Presented at the Society of 

Children's Book Writers and Illustrators - "Successful Au-

thor Visits"; Presented for Branson Arts Council "Growing 

Your Family Tree; Using Genealogy To Inspire Memoir"; 

Had a Book signing and Presented at Southwest Missouri 

Home Education Conference, "Learning With Lapbooks" 

and "Teaching History with Living Books." 

___________________________________________ 
 

 

MARILYN K. SMITH spoke to the Ozarks Chapter of 

American Christian Writers; judged the 2014 Little Miss 

Dallas County beauty contest; and spoke to the Springfield 

Writers' Guild on writing for newspapers and magazines. 
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THE WRITER’S LIFE 

When did you decide to be a writer, and why? My parents were from          ZONA CRABTREE 
Kentucky, and we visited there when possible. When I was six a cousin took me 

to a shallow cave on his family’s farm. The experience hovered in the back of 

my mind for over fifty years before I found out the cave is still there. I decided 

to write a book with the cave as the setting. The story took off  and turned into a 

four book series.  
 

What is the best part about being an author? My most enjoyable part of be-

ing an author is visiting with the young people I meet at book signings. I have a 

picture book of some of my illustrations from my Corn Cave Series. Young 

people stop to look at the pictures and visit about my books. When I ask them if 

they like to draw, many will turn shy and reply, “I’m not very good.”  I tell 

them, “That wasn’t the question. If you like to draw and keep doing it, you will 

get better.” If they are interested, I try to pass on one or two tips that they can 

use. Young people have fresh ideas and a different perspective on life.  
 

What kind of writing do you do? Most of my writing is YA adventure fiction. My four book series 

and one single are all early frontier about Native American young people. I have written a few short 

stories and magazine articles. For two years I wrote a weekly column for a small local paper. It was a 

fun project made up of true local stories and stories from my life or from my parents. The column was 

called Hoots from the Hollow.  
 

What inspires you to write?  When working on an Indian story the most inspir-

ing activity is walking on our farm along the riverside and bluffs. Ideas for other 

stories pop up almost constantly in everyday life. Many slip away for lack of pen 

and notepad to record them. I am the youngest of a large extended family that 

loved to get together and share their stories. Many of my short stories evolved 

from these gatherings. My writing plans include doing some historical fiction 

based on my parents’ lives.  
       

What do you usually read? My reading preferences have always been westerns 

or stories of Native Americans. I have branched out to mysteries, historical ro-

mance, and an occasional time travel story. I like to read books by the authors I 

meet to get to know them better and expand my reading base. 
 

What, or who, has been the most helpful to you in your writing? My husband, Joe, is and always 

has been my main strength in writing. He has encouraged me 

in every way. When I decided to write a book, I knew nothing 

about the industry, and had no connections with any 

group. When the book was completed, I 

did some research and decided to self 

publish. Since I had taught high school 

speech and English, I did my own edit-

ing. As every writer knows, someone 

else will find mistakes that the writer 

overlooks. Joe is an avid reader. He not 

only proofreads, he furnishes a wealth of 

information and background on the type 

of writing I do.   
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One of the exciting changes at OWL happened at the February meeting--the debut of critique 

breakouts. The session was approximately 45 minutes long and took place in the main auditorium. Cri-

tique is beneficial in more ways than one:  

1.  Writers are often too close to their work to see problems that might be obvious to someone else.  

2.  Whether it's grammar, punctuation, where to better begin the story, point of view problems, etc., we 

can learn from others.  

3.  On the path to publication, writers must deal with critique, even criticism and rejection. Being in a 

critique group is a good way to learn to accept others' evaluation of your work. 

  

     Pamela Foster organized the breakout session, 

but due to illness, was not able to attend the 

meeting. So at the February meeting, Ruth 

Weeks, Patty Stith, Dusty Richards and Jan Mor-

rill split approximately 25 members into four 

groups, where 

members read a 

couple of pages 

and received cri-

tique and encour-

agement. Some 

who participated 

mentioned they'd 

never had the op-

portunity to have their work critiqued and said they looked 

forward to future critique breakouts. 

   
 

                              Critique Group Coordinator Pamela Foster Comments:     

      

       “I’m delighted by the large number of members who attended the new critique groups offered at 

February’s meeting. However, enthusiasm overwhelmed the original timeframe for these sessions. 

Therefore, we have regrouped and come up with a way to accommodate everyone who wants to partic-

ipate. Beginning in May, we will have a main critique session on Friday night to complement the 

scheduled Saturday critique time. The Friday session will begin after dinner and readings, at Ye Olde 

English Inn. All genres welcome. You may attend without reading if you wish. If you want to be cri-

tiqued by supportive, encouraging, and knowledgeable authors, bring five, double-spaced pages, 12 

point font, standard margins. You will be reading your own pages so practice a bit at home. This step 

will let you hear how your work sounds and help with the critique process. This is a wonderful oppor-

tunity to give back to your brother and sister writers while learning and growing from critique of your 

own work and that of others. My hope is that this Friday night group will become a core feature of our 

OWL meetings. My own work has been polished and I’ve stretched as a writer through weekly attend-

ance at Velda Brotherton and Dusty Richard’s Northwest Arkansas Writers Workshop. My goal is to 

follow in the footsteps of these two greats, teach the art of critiquing as well as that of writing, and 

eventually see many of this Friday night group reach out into their own communities to continue sup-

port of the craft.  

    For those members who are not able to attend this core group of Friday Night Writers, please let me 

know what genre you’ll be reading and I will connect you with the best facilitator for your genre in the 

critique breakout session on Saturday.” Contact Pam with questions: Pamelafoster2011@gmail.com 
 

FEBRUARY CRITIQUE SESSION WAS A GREAT SUCCESS 


