New Venue for Ozark Writers League Conference
Ozark Writers League (OWL) has announced their new location for their February 21st conference featuring Women in Writing and nationally recognized keynote speakers Parris Afton Bonds and August McLaughlin. The new location will be at Ozark Technical Community College at the Table Rock Campus, in the new Robert W Plaster Center. The new location was secured by the current president of OWL, Casey Cowan, in le ss than 24 hours. 

The previous venue, College of the Ozarks, had choice objections to some of the conference topics in addition to one of the speakers. The separation ends a nearly 30-year relationship between OWL and College of the Ozarks. The February conference is set to celebrate Women in Writing, and to highlight the discrimination they face in the publishing industry today. "We appreciate College of the Ozarks' hospitality for the last three decades, and we wish them the best in their future endeavors. In the meantime, we are grateful to Ozarks Technical Community College Table Rock Campus for hosting OWL's February conference," said Casey Cowan, president of OWL. "We are thrilled to meet in a beautiful new state-of-the-art facility. This is a golden opportunity for OWL to move forward into the 21st century.

Women make up the majority of the human population worldwide. There are more women that read than men. There are more women who write than men. Yet women are tragically underrepresented by the major publishers, and held to a double standard in their work. Where "serious" fiction written by men on social issues and the like is called literature, similar work by women is known as "women's fiction," a backhanded way of saying that women's viewpoints and topics can only appeal to other women rather than the population at large. The cancellation of our conference, and the objection to these particular speakers, is representative of the same kind of thinking. This is decision is not about sex or cursing or God. It's about telling women that their stories and their viewpoints--that women in general--are somehow unworthy and secondary to men's. "This may have been the acceptable viewpoint in the 1950s, but NOT in 2015. And that is why I stand beside Velda Brotherton, August McLaughlin, and all our speakers and their topics. It's insulting. It's discriminatory. And our celebration of women in writing will go on, as planned. And to show our support for all women in writing, I'd like to invite everyone to join the #WomensRightToWrite campaign and post about their favorite women in writing."

Keynote speaker August McLaughlin said, “I’m so grateful to the Ozarks Writers’ League for seeing their refusal not as a setback, but as a means of bringing light to such discrimination. It saddens me that any organization, but particularly a college, would find my work to empower women somehow offensive. My planned talks aren’t controversial in the slightest. I would hope that an institution geared toward educating and empowering adults would welcome my work and message. I share those aims, only my work is geared primarily toward women.  If empowering women is considered controversial, I'll hold my place on the banned speakers list with pride."

McLaughlin has written for the Huffington Post, DAME Magazine, LiveStrong, eHow, and others on topics regarding women and body image. Among those are help topics "6 Ways to Keep Porn from Damaging Your Life and Relationships" and multiple articles on fighting eating disorders. She has interviewed celebrities like Margaret Cho and experts like Dr. Jane Greer to expose the self-esteem and body image issues women face in our society. McLaughlin speaks from a place of personal experience as a former international model and anorexia survivor. She is slated to speak at the Ozarks Writers League conference with tips on speaking publicly with confidence. 

One of the workshops that drew the most attention is from author Velda Brotherton.  Brotherton's workshop “Is it Ever too Late for Sex?” at the Feb. 21 Ozarks Writers League (OWL) quarterly conference in Branson. Drawing on her vast experience writing novels (particularly romances); Brotherton will be discussing love and sex scenes in fiction. Her latest release, "Beyond the Moon," is the story of a Vietnam veteran suffering from PTSD and a woman, psychologically-damaged by the loss of her husband, who found comfort and healing in each other. She’ll discuss the creation of romantic relationships such as this — and many more — in her workshop.

Brotherton is an active member of eight writing organizations. She has won 10 awards for her work, including the 2008 Willa Literary Award – Women Writing the West. 

The author of historical westerns, contemporary romances, westerns, and non-fiction, she has decades of experience cultivating and mastering her craft and has been speaking about writing and related topics for years. Her complete body of work, as well as speaking topics, can be found on her website: http://veldabrotherton.com.

It includes a slate of accomplished women authors from around the country, including keynote speakers Bonds and McLaughlin, and writing workshops conducted by successful women authors like Brotherton, Jan Marler Morrill, Kay Lawson, Sylvia Dickey Smith, KD McCrite, Pamela Foster, and Ronda Del Boccio. Ironic that they now face the same discrimination when they attempt to speak about it.

The event is open to the public as attendees will enjoy presentations on the writer’s craft and the publishing industry.  

Cost is $10 for attendees or $30 member dues for OWL. Membership will grant admission for all four annual conferences, with opportunities for entering writing and art contests, meetings with agents and editors, and special events like open-mike nights and member luncheons.

Visit www.ozarkswritersleague.com for more information.

