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T he  wl’s Hoot  

A publication of the      

Ozarks Writers League 
501(c)(3) 

ozarkswritersleague.com 
 

Editor: Jeanie Horn 

jeanhorn@windstream.net   

 

Editor’s note: Thank you to the OWL members who donated items for the May auction, and to those 

who opened their wallets and bought the items. A round figure for the auction results is $1,211.00. 

Dusty Richards said this would be his last year as auctioneer. Check out the contest information 

on the website: there are four new categories and sponsors this year.  Remember to 

check out OWL’s new online look at www.ozarkwritersleague.com! 

              “The self is made, not given. It is a creative and active process of attending a life 

that must be heard, shaped, seen, said aloud into the world, finally enacted and woven into 

the lives of others.”  ~ Barbara Myerhof  

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    
of course Clark is known for The Shy Writer 
Reborn: An Introverted Writer's Wake-Up 
Call (2013) 
www.fundsforwriters.com / 

www.chopeclark.com 
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Speaker in August       
 C. HOPE CLARK is editor of Fundsfor-
Writers.com, chosen by Writer's Digest for  
its 101  Best Websites  for  Writers for  the  
past  13 years. Her newsletters reach 
35,000 readers. She is published  in  sever-
al  trade  and  online  magazines such as 
Writer's Digest, The Writer, Writer's Mar-
ket 2013, Guide to Literary Agents  for  
2011 and  2012, and  the  upcoming Guide 
to Indie Publishing 2014 from Writer's Di-
gest Books. She is also author of The  Car-
olina  Slade  Mystery Series to include 
Lowcountry Bribe (2012) and Tidewater 
Murder (2013). Palmetto Poison is ex-
pected out in early 2014. And  

http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.fundsforwriters.com&hmac=23ed99bef1842c910377a169028fe199
http://webmail-classic.windstream.net/do/redirect?url=http%253A%252F%252Fwww.chopeclark.com&hmac=351861b351862b611c6942bf38e16c0e
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   Some of the many items donated for the auction.             

Dusty Richards, auctioneer, in the background and         LONNIE WHITAKER  

OWL members who helped with the auction.                        plays a gig for OWL  

           members before this banjo 

           went on the sale block. 
                                        
 

 

 

Dusty auctions off a painting that 

Joe Crabtree  holds  up  for  the 

audience to see. 

  May Auction 
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 The President’s Page 
            

Hello, OWL members! 

       Are you a shy writer? I am. I think being 

somewhat introverted goes along with the territory 

of being a writer. We’d much rather spend our 

days behind closed doors, all alone as we visit 

worlds that inhabit our minds and bring them to 

life on paper. 

       Unfortunately, most of us, whether published 

or not, have seen that we have to come out from 

behind those closed doors. We have to meet new 

people, sell our stories, market ourselves. Hardest 

of all, we have to learn to take rejection. 

       If any of this sounds familiar, you will defi-

nitely want to attend our August meeting, when C. 

Hope Clark, speaker and author of The Shy Writ-

er: An Introvert’s Guide to Writing Success, as 

well as several other books, will be our guest 

speaker  for  both  the  morning  and  afternoon 

sessions. In her presentation she’ll teach us how to 

function  in a promotional  environment, avoid  

intense situations, and still sell books. She will al-

so be speaking  about  Funding  Streams  for 

Writers. 

       See you all in August!  Jan  

 An afghan donated by Velda Brotherton for the 

May auction. Her mother, Georgia Goodgion, 

made the afghan, one of others she gave to 

Velda. “My mother never sat without a crochet 

or sewing needle in her hand,” Velda said. “She 

made a dozen quilts a year, all done by hand, no 

machine work.”  

______________________________________ 

August Agenda  

8:30     Registration begins  

9:00     Announcements & door prizes 

9:15     C. Hope Clark—The Shy Writer, An 

            Introvert’s Guide to Writing Success 

10:15    Break 

10:30    C. Hope Clark Continues 

11:30     Lunch on your own 

1:00      Announcements & Door Prizes 

1:15      C. Hope Clark—Funding Streams 

               For Writers 

2:30       Meeting ends 

3:00       Board Meeting   

 

______________________________________ 

 
YOU CAN NOW PAY YOUR DUES VIA PAYPAL 

BY GOING TO THE FOLLOWING LINK: 

http://www.ozarkswritersleague.com/#!

membership/cfvg 
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OZARKS WRITERS LEAGUE 
 

Minutes of Board Meeting  

18 May 2013 
Courtesy of Secretary Ellen Withers 

 
 

Secretary’s Report: the OWL board meeting 

was called to order by President Jan Morrill at 

3:50 p.m. Those present were Jan Morrill, 

Duke Pennell, Dusty Richards, Ellen Withers, 

Beth Carter, Pam Jones, Ruth Weeks and Ka-

ren Nelson. Patty Stith, Brenda Black and Fred 

Pfister were absent. 

 

President’s Report: Jan Morrill presented the 

slate of new officers which will be presented 

as nominations at the August meeting and will 

be voted on at the November meeting. The 

slate at this time is President-Karen Nelson: 

Vice-President-Brenda Brinkley: Treasurer-

Ellen Thompson: Secretary-Ellen Withers. 

Nominations for officers can be taken from the 

floor at the August meeting. 

  

Treasurer's Report: The quarterly report was 

accepted as distributed to the board reflecting 

an April 30th balance of $3,110.28. A motion 

to accept the treasurer’s report as written 

passed by unanimous vote. A round figure for 

the results of the auction is $1,211.00. A report 

will be given  on  the exact  amount at  the  

August meeting. Dusty Richards said this 

would be his last year as auctioneer. The board 

thanked him for his auctioneering services 

over a span of many years.    

 

Membership Report: Since both Brenda 

Black and Fred Pfister were absent, no mem-

bership report was available for this meeting.   

 

Contest Report. Beth Carter had the contest 

brochures out for the members at the general 

membership meeting. There are 18 total con-

tests, with four new contest sponsors for this 

year. Entry  fee  is  still  $10 for any or all con-

tests, deadline postmarked no later than Sep-

tember 1st. Brochures will be provided  
 

NEW WEBMASTER 

KAREN NELSON     “As Webmaster for  

Ozarks Writers 

League, I am 

thrilled to provide a 

service for mem-

bers that will hope-

fully  continue to 

offer the latest  

news for the organ-

ization and  present 

a positive and wel-

coming presence 

on the internet. It is 

my hope to contin-

ue to grow with the 

times and keep 

OWL current in the writing community. I en-

courage members to utilize the site as much 

as possible, and to offer their comments  for  

continued  progress!”  

    Karen has written educational materials for 

the public and home-school markets, as well 

as  short stories and poetry. She has published 

four nonfiction books. A regular contributor 

and columnist for The Ozarks Mountaineer 

Magazine, her  work  has also appeared in 

numerous journals and periodicals. She serves 

on the board for the Readwest Foundation, is 

technical editor for Flash Fiction Chronicles 

Magazine, and was on the inaugural staff of 

University of Arkansas' Gravel Magazine. 

She also designed and implemented numerous 

websites  and  social  media  accounts  for 

various  entities.  Karen  has  many  years  

experience as a public school teacher and 

home-schooling mom, and is a self-

proclaimed "fiber-ista" - preserving historical 

fiber arts through special event coordination 

and community education programs.  

to Ellen Withers to pass out at the Arkansas 

Writers Conference. There was discussion to 

consider opening one or two contests to the 

public in the future.    
 

Old Business: None 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:17 p.m. 



August /p. 5                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

 

 

Owl News 

2013 OWL CALENDAR 

Quarterly (Saturday) Meetings 

August 17th,  November 16th  
Anthology (Short stories, essays, poems) Deadline September 1, 2013 

All other contests: Deadline September 1, 2013 
 

See website for guidelines for all contests. Send entries to Ozarks Writers League, c/o Jan 

Morrill at P.O. Box 8159, Fayetteville, AR 72703 , except for Anthology entries, which go to Lou 

Turner at louturn@aol.com (For Echoes of the Ozarks, must put Echoes IX Submission in 

subject line.) 

 

2013 OWL OFFICERS 

President     Jan Morrill 
jymorrill@gmail.com                (918) 409-7570  
 

Vice-President:                          Duke Pennell 

 479-871-3330              duke@dukepennell.com 

Treasurer:                Brenda Black 

10515 N. Black Nursery Rd. 

 Prairie Grove, AR 72753                                       

(479) 846-3440        bblackwriter@gmail.com 

Secretary:                                 Ellen Withers 

lnwithers@yahoo.com (501) 329-7477 

Past-President                       Dusty Richards 
dustyrichards@cox.net (479) 751-7246   

Membership Director: Fred Pfister,  

                           frpfister@suddenlink.net 

Board of Directors: Jan Morrill, Fred Pfister,  
Duke Pennell, Dusty Richards, Brenda Black, 
Ellen Withers, Patti Stith.  Historian – Ruth 
Weeks;   Contest Chair– Beth Carter; Website

– Karen Nelson.  
 

Newsletter–Jeanie Horn; jean-
horn@windstream.net    

116 Duvall St., Marshall, AR 72650       

870-448-2499 

 

MEETING INFORMATION 

Motel Accommodations 

Boxcar Willie Inn, 360 Schaefer Dr., 

Branson, MO, offers a rate of $45.00 

plus tax for two. Continental breakfast.  

Identify yourself  as  an  OWL member 

when making reservations. Phone 417-

337-7070. Check the Boxcar Willie 

website for directions.  

 

OWL Meeting Place 

Ozarks  Writers League  meets in the 

Plaster Auditorium at the College of the 

Ozarks. Through  the entrance, follow 

Opportunity Ave. to Plaster Auditorium, 

the  3rd major building  on  the right. 

Registration starts at 8:30 a.m.  

 

Cell Phone Courtesy As a courtesy to 

our speakers, turn off cell phones, or set 

on vibrate during the meeting.  

 

Please, no conversations in the meeting 

room. Use the lobby. 
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  KUDOS TO OWL MEMBERS 

Cliff Edom Photo Contest 
NANCY HARTNEY, shown in picture: 1st place winner for 

her photo titled Chapel at Dog Branch Cemetery.     

2nd place: Beth Carter for River & Trees With Reflections. 

3rd place: Brenda Brinkley for Mossy Boulders & Trees. 

 

 

 

 

SHANNON DAWN CAVANAUGH: graduated on 26 May 

2013, with her Master’s in fine  arts in  Creative Writing  from  

Spalding University in Louisville, KY. She was accepted into 

the program in  both  fiction and creative nonfiction, but chose 

to pursue fiction. “I was born and raised near Calico Rock, 

AR,” Shannon said, “and currently come and go from my home in Charleston to my real home 

in the Ozarks.” 

 

 

 
 

Oklahoma Writers Federation, Inc. (OWFI) Winners.  
Cat. 3: HISTORICAL NOVEL: JEANIE HORN: HM: Black Gold. 

Cat. 6: SF/FANTASY.HORROR NOVEL: ERIN YORK: HM: The War of all Time. 

Cat. 11: POETRY UNRHYMED SHORT: ERIN YORK: 1st place: The AA Order. 

Cat. 12: POETRY UNRHYMED LONG: JEANIE HORN: HM: Seasons of Change. 

Cat. 15: FLASH FICTION: SALLY JADLOW: 3rd place: Molly’s Malaise.  

Cat. 17: SHORT STORY: TERRY ALEXANDER: HM: The Turd Wagon.  

Cat. 20: SF/FANTASY/HORROR STORY: NANCY HARTNEY: 2nd place:The Roses Are  

                                                                                                                   Beautiful This Year. 

Cat. 29: NOSTALGIA: BRENDA BLACK: 1st place: Red Shoes.  
 

 

 

August 16, 2013, Friday Dinner/Open-mic gathering, 5:30 p.m. in the conference room at the 

Boxcar Willie Inn the night before the Saturday 17 OWL meeting. For reservations contact Jan 

Morrill at jymorrill@gmail.com: deadline Tuesday, August 13, 2013. Mail check for $9.50 per 

person for dinner to treasurer Brenda Black at 10515 N. Black Nursery Rd., Prairie Grove, AR 

72753. For Pay-Pal, go to http://www.ozarkswritersleague.com/#!meals--events/c1u1l. If 

you’re not eating dinner, but only participating in open-mic, be sure 

to let Jan know that you are only signing up for read-a-round, and 

send her a short bio for your introduction.  Reservations  for both  

dinner and open-mic are required. Reading time, strictly limited to 

five minutes. Rehearse beforehand, timing yourself. Writing takes 

time and preparation,  reading writing also takes preparation. Please 

show respect for the person who will be reading after you and do not 

go overtime. 

 

http://www.ozarkswritersleague.com/#%21meals--events/c1u1l
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THE WRITER’S LIFE 
 

When did you decide to be a writer, and why?  I remember one exercise my second grade teacher 

gave us. She  put a  record  album on and  Prokofiev’s Peter and the Wolf  Symphony began to play. Of 

course, I didn’t know then that was what the music was called. But, she told us all to write what came 

to our minds as we listened. From that day, I was hooked on writing, and I continued to keep journals, 

write and illustrate short stories and dream of one day writing the Great American Novel. But it wasn't 

until about seven years ago, when I joined the Northwest Arkansas Writers that I became serious about 

my  writing. Dusty  Richards  and Velda  Brotherton  have  not  only  given all of us gifts  through  

their writing, they've also planted seeds of inspiration and knowledge that have helped so many of us  

fulfill our writing dreams. 
 

What kind of writing do you do?  My book, The Red Kimono, is a historical 

fiction. However, I’m also working on a middle grade book, and I write short 

stories and memoir stories. 
 

What inspires you to write?  Just about everything inspires me: people 

watching, listening in on conversations, news stories, the way light shines in 

the fall, the sound of crickets, the smell of coffee, the sight of someone having 

a bad day, reading a beautiful passage in a book. I think I spend half of my 

life wondering about things. It’s the perfect writing prompt. 
 

What are you proudest of in your writing?  Right now, I’d have to say I’m 

proudest of getting my first novel published. It was a huge dream when I first 

thought about the possibility, but like with so many things in life, it’s as Anne 

LaMotte says: “Bird by Bird.” It’s not so impossible if you take it word by 

word, page by page, chapter by chapter. But, beyond the book, in the long 

run, I hope that something I’ve written or something I’ve done—whether it’s teaching about writing, or 

the subjects I write about—will make a difference in someone’s life. 
 

What, or who, has been the most helpful to you in your writing?  The writing community as a 

whole is accepting of new writers and so helpful. Maybe I’m naive, but I don’t think I’ve ever seen en-

vy or competition. Because Dusty and Velda were there from the beginning, because they are the 

founders of NWA Writers and because for almost four years, I made myself complete five pages for 

critique every week, I got The Red Kimono written. I’ll always be grateful to them for that. 
 

What do you usually read?  I like to read almost anything, but especially women’s fiction, historical 

fiction and mysteries. I must admit, that for some reason, lately I haven't been reading very much. I 

think it's because I don't usually read until I go to bed, and lately, by the time I get to bed, all I want to 

do is sleep. Sometimes I wonder if Kindle has affected my reading. But then, 

I tell myself that as with most things, it's probably a matter of ebb and flow, 

and I'll soon enjoy spending time reading again. 
 

Is there anything that you’re particularly excited about right now?  I’ve 

been very busy marketing The Red Kimono, and that’s been exciting. Also, 

I've been involved with both OWFI and OWL. Unfortunately, exciting as 

those things are, I’ve been getting very little writing done. I told myself I’d 

dedicate most of my free time to marketing for three months, then I’d get 

back to writing the sequel. I have just reached the three-month mark. The big 

OWFI conference is over. And in November, I'll pass the OWL President's 

torch. So what am I particularly excited about now? Getting back to writing! 
 

                                                                                    JAN MORRILL 


