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T he  wl’s Hoot  
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Ozarks Writers League 
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ozarkswritersleague.com 
 

News Editor: Jeanie Horn 
jeanhorn@windstream.net   

 

Editor’s note: Something different this meeting, a full weekend of writing. Keep 
checking the website for updated information. Date for the Cliff Edom Photo & 
Art contest has been moved to the August meeting.  

   

 

 WALTER BARGEN—Keynote Speaker—Missouri’s first Poet Laureate 
 

  Judges selected Bargen’s “The Feast” for the William Rockhill Nelson 
Award for poetry. The honor recognizes literary excellence by Kansas 
and Missouri authors. His poems and fictions have appeared in over one 
hundred magazines.  
   He is the recipient of a National Endowment for the Arts Poetry Fel-
lowship (1991); winner of the Quarter After Eight Prose Prize (1996), 
the Hanks Prize (1996), and the Chester H. Jones Foundation poetry 
prize (1997).  He is the author of more than a dozen collections of poet-

ry, including Days Like This Are Necessary: New and Selected Poems (2009).  
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Agenda  
 

Friday night—6:30-7:30     Karen Nelson, on Public Speaking 
                        7:30             Open Mic for members 
 

Saturday      8:30-9:00     Registration                   9:00-9:15       Announcements  
                    9:15-10:00   Thomas Eaton-The Art of Writing—Landscape as Character. 
                  10:00-10:15    Break  
                  10:15-11:00   Jan Morrill—Fun with Haiku—The Perfect Haiku.  
                  11:00-11:30   Writing Session—writing your Haiku & critique session sign-up. 
                  11:30-11-45   Wine & Chocolate Grab. 
 

Lunch &          11:45-1:00    Hot Box lunches / Catered 
Editor Panel                          Q & A—What to avoid in your writing. 
                        1:00-2:00       Walter Bargen, Missouri’s First Poet Laureate. 
                        2:00-3:00       Sharing Haikus & Contest with prizes. 
                        3:00-4:00      Critique Sessions, several groups divided by genre.   
                        4:00-4:15      Break 
                        4:15-5:00      Each critique group shares a highlight from their group. 
 

DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
 

Sunday        8:30      Breakfast 
                    9:00      Group Share—What I have learned this weekend.  
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New Business: Before signing the contract 
for a full year with the Honeysuckle Inn, Pres-
ident Diane called for a Board vote, She stat-
ed the hotel charged $285 for both days. Oth-
er conference centers have quoted upwards of 
$1,000.00 per event. The motion was made, 
seconded, and the vote passed unanimously to 
sign with the Honeysuckle Inn for the year 
2016.  

         Discussion took place about moving the 
Cliff Edom Photo & Art Contest to another 
time of year. February is historically one of 
the lowest attended meetings. A motion was 
made, seconded,  and the vote passed to have 
the art/photo contest in August of 2016, to 
take place during the regular meeting time. 
Monetary prizes as well as ribbons will be 
awarded to winners of the contest.  

           Also mentioned was the possibility of 
focusing this year on one quarterly conference 
for bringing in big speakers, and the other 
meetings to focus on agents, publishers, each 
other’s writing, critique sessions/groups, writ-
ing prompts, alone writing time, and taking 
into consideration other suggestions from the 
general membership. 

 

Fundraising: A suggestion was made for a 
wine and a chocolate grab, so there is an op-
tion for everyone to participate. The raffle 
materials should be ready and available by the 
February meeting. A scramble was discussed 
as a future activity. Anyone who wants to par-
ticipate would bring a wrapped item and buy 
a ticket to play—like a white elephant. Chet 
Dixon is still taking orders for T-shirts.  
ChetDixon@sbcglobal.net  
The next shirts will be white on black.  

 

Meeting adjourned at 4:36 p.m. 

 
 

 

 
   

   

  
 
 

   

     

  The November morning meeting was 
called to order at 9 a.m. Fifty-two members 
were present. On the agenda, voting for the 
2016 officers. Those elected by unanimous 
vote were: President: Diane Yates — Vice-
President: Beth Urich — Treasurer: Ellen 
Thompson — Secretary: Jessica Nelson.  
 
 
 

Afternoon Board Meeting   
 

Courtesy of  Secretary Jessica Nelson 
 

  The meeting was called to order at 2:55 
p.m. Those present were Diane Yates, Beth 
Urich, Ellen Thompson, Jessica Nelson, 
Fred Pfister, Chet Dixon, Karen Nelson, 
and Rick Yates. All agreed they heard 
nothing but positive comments from those 
attending the two day event. Rick Yates 
volunteered to be Membership Director. As 
no vote was needed, the position by ap-
pointment of the president, officers present 
agreed to welcome Rick onto the board in 
this role, and President Diane appointed 
him as Membership Director. Karen Nel-
son was appointed to once again fill the 
position as Website Director and as Public-
ity Director for 2016.   

 

President’s Report: Seats are empty for 
new Board Members. Possible additions 
were discussed, and an officer will be in 
contact with those individuals to see if they 
will join the board. President Diane Yates 
is calling for individuals to respond who 
are willing to fill those positions.  
 

Secretary’s Report: Motion to approve 
the 2015 August minutes passed by a unan-
imous vote.  

 

Treasurer’s Report: Currently being con-
structed from files recovered from the pre-
vious treasurer, and will be posted in the 
minutes for all members to read in the May 
Newsletter.   

 

Membership Director: Total number of 
members will be listed in the May Minutes, 
and every newsletter thereafter.   
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      DIANE YATES                                    WRITE 
ON     
 
       When I reflect upon Ozarks Writers League; who we are, where 
we came from, where we’re going; I’m humbled by those who have 
walked before me and intimidated by what may be expected. The arts 
are not the same as they were fifty years ago or even 32 years ago 
when OWL came into existence. So, what should our goal be? After 
reviewing our bylaws and mission, I have concluded we should 
“write on!” 
       Our February Poetry and Prose conference is planned as sort of a 

writers’ retreat workshop and welcomes Walter Bargen, Missouri’s first Poet Laureate as our key-
note speaker. I hope you’ll enjoy everything we have planned from Friday night’s open mic with fun 
skits about public speaking to Saturday’s poetry and prose sessions with Walter Bargen, Dr. Thomas 
Eaton of the Village Writing School, Jan Morrill on Haiku, and our panel of talented editors. Satur-
day evening, our group will attend the Tri- Lakes Community Theater’s production of “The For-
eigner” and later mingle as we share our wine and/or chocolates obtained at our grab! Sunday morn-
ing all members have an opportunity to share what they’ve learned this weekend and help plan our 
future.  

So, begin now preparing to read for open mic and bring your pages for an in-depth critique 
session on Saturday. I hope to see you there to share our mutual passion of writing and just laughing 
with one another. And to get the laughter started off – my husband and new OWL member has 
opened his laptop and began tapping on the keys, composing once again his continued impression of 
our eclectic group. We’ve inspired him to write! Way to go OWL!  

(The following is from Rick Yates)  OWL’s November Annual Banquet was a gathering of 
interesting characters. I found myself being drawn in by a new sense of purpose from this year’s 
group. The last few months unfolded with surprise and even alarm. There were changes and changes 
to the changes. Once revered patriarchs faded into, well, into wherever they chose to fade. A new 
group of direction seekers emerged from the ashes of what some had said was dead and gone. Ka-
ren Nelson was consulted, possibly insulted, but mostly assaulted with a mess of calls, emails, 
and questions to which she always had answers that, at least to Diva and I, seemed reasonable, either 
that or we were just plain lost, but agreed anyway. We even called on Fred Pfister. Hey, did you 
know Fred got some kind of award for achieving Life? Duh, he was there so I guess he was still 
achieving life, or maybe it was some kind of lifetime achiever or over achiever. Anyway, he re-
ceived a cool glass thingy. 
           Duke Pennell and I engaged in some reflections of what had been, thoughts of current states, 
and excited anticipation of what awaits this group of story tellers, nay, this group of insight sharing, 
tale-spinning, word-smithers. According to Duke, the future is bright and filled with promise. 
           I was dumbfounded by what seemed to be Archie and Edith Bunker. I thought I spotted 
meathead once wearing a Harley Davidson shirt with an IPAD in his hand, but wasn’t sure. The sis-
terhood was, or were, there. I am still a little fuzzy as to the number in this group or if it’s just one 
person with fans, but all in the vicinity of them seemed to be having a great time. Linda did tell me 
she had acquired another new firearm, a modern day Annie Oakley to be sure. 
       Well, the weekend was great; the members of this wonderful group have proven they are the 
heart and soul of OWL, dedicated to the mission of writers helping writers. Hang in there OWL’s 
and remember “Give a Hoot, Don’t pollute” wait I think that’s the wrong motto. Well anyway until 
next time let’s all keep writing and encouraging others to pursue their dreams. 

 

  

The President’s Page   
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  Owl News 

Hotel Accommodations & OWL Meeting Place         

The Honeysuckle Inn & Conference Center  
is the feature hotel for OWL events! 3598 Shepherd of the Hills Expressway, Branson, 
Missouri, follow the Red Route. Conveniently located on Shepherd of the Hills Express-
way between the RFD-TV Theater and the IMAX Complex. Mention you are with Ozarks 
Writers League for the special OWL Rate - $65. + tax; Includes complimentary breakfast.  
Directions & map to the hotel on the website, ozarkswritersleague.com 
 

TELEPHONE: 1-417-335-2030 
Email: reservations@honeysuckleinn.com                  Website: HoneysuckleInn.com   

                Registration in the Cardinal Room at the Honeysuckle Inn starts at 8:30 a.m.  

Cell Phone Courtesy to our speakers, turn off cell phones, or set on vibrate during the meet-
ing. Please, no conversations in the meeting room. Use the lobby. 

  

           FRED PFISTER receives Lifetime Achievement Award.   

    
     The Ozarks Writers League has been here for as long as 
many of us can remember. OWL has practically become an 
institution in itself, and some of its original members even 
more so. To honor those men and women who have made 
an outstanding contribution to the literary community and 
to OWL itself, the board of directors has determined that a 
special award is in order, to be given as the Jory Sherman 
Memorial Award for Lifetime Achievement.   
     Jory Sherman was a staunch supporter of OWL and a 
charter member, with decades of a successful writing and 

art career to his credit. Sadly, he and his lovely wife, Charlotte, are no longer here to cheer 
on the success of their comrades. But in the community spirit that was evident throughout 
their lifetime, OWL is pleased to honor one among us who carries on that supportive atti-
tude and displays unrelenting enthusiasm for the Ozarks and writing. 
      At the 2015 November Friday night Awards Ceremony OWL 
presented our first Lifetime Achievement Award to Dr. Fred Pfister. 
He has been a friend and mentor to many an aspiring writer. More 
than a few here tonight can credit him with giving them their first 
“break” into publishing. Perhaps it was a poem about an Ozark paw-
paw, or a reminiscent article on the golden days that found its way in 
the pages of The Ozarks Mountaineer. As long-time editor of the 
magazine, Fred had a way of collecting disparate works by profes-
sional and aspiring writers. 
     The 2015 honoree is, perhaps most of all, an inspiration. His life is 
a constant message for us to keep observing the world, take delight in 
our surroundings, and support our fellow human beings.    
                                                                                       ~Courtesy of 
Karen Pfister-Nelson 
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2016 OWL OFFICERS 
President:            DIANE YATES 

 660-728-3407       105 S. Williams 

                          Fayette, MO 65248                                

                    diane@dianeyates.com    
 

Vice-President:       BETH URICH    
                            

Treasurer:   ELLEN THOMPSON 

                               479-466-3361  

                 whalechaser@yahoo.com                                            
 

Secretary:      JESSICA NELSON    

                       njess7@gmail.com  

                                                                       
Membership:          RICK  YATES            

   660-728-3407      105 S. Williams 
                          Fayette, MO 65248   
                       rick@dianeyates.com                                       
 

Historian:           FRED PFISTER      

                 frpfister@suddenlink.net   
 

Auction Chair -      CHET DIXON  

             ChetDixon@sbcglobal.net   
 

Website & Publicity Director–   

                         KAREN NELSON 

     KarenBNelson@centurytel.net 

 Newsletter Editor–JEANIE HORN  

    jeanhorn@windstream.net      

            or    jeanie71@hotmail.com     

       870-448-2499 
116 Duvall St., Marshall, AR 72650       

 

   MICHAEL KOCH: His short sto-
ry: The Legend of Shorty Mack, was 
published in: A River of Stories,  Tul-
sa Nightwriters An-
thology, 282 pages of 
short stories published 
through Create-Space 
Independent Publish-
ing, November 2015. 
Available on Ama-
zon.com.  

                            KUDOS 
 

#1-Gene Andereck Short Story Contest: 1st place; 
J.C. CRUMPTON; “Long Black Ribbon of Night”    
2nd place; ROSS MALONE “My Iron Mountain 
Baby”. 
3rd place; CLAUDIA MUNDELL, “Finding 
Home”. 
 

#2-Hardboiled Noir Fiction: 1st place; GARY  
HOFFMAN, “That’s What They’re Calling 
Things Nowadays?”    
2nd place; ROSS MALONE, “The Bascomb File”. 
3rd place; RICHARD HOWK, “Cedar Beach”.  
 

#3-Romantic Short Story; 1st place CLAUDIA  
MUNDELL, “An Old Love Story”.  
2nd place; DIANE YATES, “The Cornfields of 
Two-Forty”.  
3rd place; JANE HALE, “Shack of Cards”.   
 

#4-Western Short Story; 1st place, JEANIE 
HORN, “Across the High plains”.    
2nd place; SARA GIPSON, “Steamed”.     
3rd place; CLAUDIA MUNDELL, “The Whore’s 
Hat”.      
 

#5-Paranormal/Sci-Fi Short Story; 1st place, JANE 
HALE, “The Mysteries Lives of Gatlin O’Shea”.   
2nd place, JEANIE HORN, “Lillith”.   
3rd place, LORI ERICSON, “A Solid Plot”.  
 

#6-Flash Fiction; 99-Words; 1st place GARY 
HOFFMAN, “Seventy-Six and Counting”.   
2nd place; MITCH HALE, “Rip Cord”. 
3rd place; DIANE YATES, “Manor of Murder”. 
 

#7-Poetry; 1st place; JULIE JAMES, “Longings”. 
2nd place; RICK GUNTER, “Where Was Our 
Love”. 
3rd place; CLAUDIA MUNDELL, “Midwest Heat 
in Summer”. 
 

#8-Unpublished Manuscript; 1st Place: LORI 
ERICSON, “A Lovely Murder”.   
2nd Place: JANE HALE, “Love Is A Blast”. 
3rd Place: SUSAN VARNO, “Maiden of Dreams” 
 

#9-Best Book of the Year ($100 first place only) 
 ROSS MALONE, “Billy Bob’s Howler”.   
 

#10-President’s Award 
 1st Place: LORI ERICSON, “A Lovely Murder”. 
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Charlotte Sherman 
      In February of 1983 Charlotte Sherman, with her husband 
Jory, joined with a group of other writers, artists, and pho-
tographers, in the first meeting that would become known as 
the Ozarks Writers League, (OWL). Their goal, to present a 
united front to people interested in the Ozarks area and to 
preserve Ozarks history and heritage. In 1988 she served one 
term as Vice-President and in 1992-93 served for two terms 
as Secretary. On a number of occasions she presented with a 
panel on different writers workshop subjects. She traveled 
with Jory and rarely missed attending an OWL meeting.         
   “Charlotte was a gifted writer in her own right and helped 
so many others by sharing her knowledge and editing skills. 
Her friendship and encouraging words were blessings to me 

and many other beginning writers. I feel privileged to have known Charlotte, her husband 
Jory, and so many other early OWL members.” ~Beth Urich      
     In November 2014 Charlotte (bottom row, left) joined other lifetime members on a panel 
talking about the history of OWL and events taking place that stood out in her memory.  
   “Charlotte and I were friends in writing 
for years, and as time went by I treasured 
that friendship. I enjoyed many conversa-
tions with her, and she seemed to always 
know the right words to say to encourage 
me.” ~Jeanie Horn   
      Charlotte enjoyed writing, travel and 
Mexican food. She loved Hershey’s choc-
olate and had a chocolate bar every even-
ing. She was helpful to anyone who spoke 
with her about their writing goals. 
Through the years her presence at quarter-
ly meetings became an inspiration to 
many Owl members. With her death, the 
writing world lost a valuable asset, and 
Charlotte will be missed by all who knew and loved her.  
 
 
 

 

                      

                FREE Table at the OWL Meeting  
 

Do you have a book coming out? Is your group sponsoring a writing contest? 
Will you be speaking somewhere soon about writing? Do you have some 
literary journals you're finished reading, and would like to find them a new 

home? At each meeting, we set up a FREE table. You can set out your bookmarks, post-
cards, flyers, handouts, business cards, and even literary journals you're done reading and 
want to give to someone else. Bring any items; don't forget to set them on the table before 
the Saturday morning meeting. Be sure to take a look at what others have brought to give 
out, too! 

 

http://www.cremationsoftheozarks.com/2/post/2015/10/charlotte-sherman.html

